


7 ABOUT THE POET
Bharath|yar

' EIHe Was aTam|I WITLEY,; poet Journallst Ind|an ‘
indepéndenee activist, a-social reformef and &
polyglot ( multlllngual)

| Popularly khown as “Mahakayi Bharathl” e was a
pionegr-of modern Aamil,poetry. :

N Three of his greatest WOrKS: namely Kuyll Pattu
‘Panchalj'Sapatham and Karnan Pattuswvere, -

(Sllbfamaﬂia Bhaf atl | composed dunng 1912

Father of Modern Tamil Literature
(11 December 1882 - 12 September 1921)

[ He also translated Vedic hymns; ‘Patanjali's Yoga
Sutra and Bhagavat Glta to Tamll

dChinnaswarhi Subramanla Bharathl IS also known asy g ”
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Wind

The wind blows strongly and causes a lot of destruction.
How can we make [riends with it?

Wind, come softly.

Don’t break the shutters of the windows.
Don't scatter the papers.

Don't throw down the books on the shelf.
There, look what you did — you threw them all down.
You tore the pages of the books, v

You brought rain again. \ F\
You're very clever at poking fun at weaklings. ‘ L))
Frail crumbling houses, crumbling doors, crumbling rafters, i .
crumbling wood, crumbling bodies, crumbling lives,

crumbling hearts — \

the wind god winnows and crushes them all.

He won't do what you tell him. . \ !
S0, come, let’s bulld strong homes, \ o)
Let's joint the doors firmly.
Practise to firm the body.

5.¢u

\
Make the heart steadfast. - !"' .wr NN ol | | - 'v ':" ".\I‘:l"' '."..'\"
Do this, and the wind will be friends with us. '; i I) e ‘Qn& " /
The wind blows out weak fires, ' ’
He makes strong fires roar and flourish. M
His friendship is good.
We praise him every day. 4

SuBRAMANIA BHARATI

[translated from the Tamil by
A K. Ramanujan]

Subramantia Bharatt (1882-1921) Is a great Tamil poet, famous
Jor his patriottsm in the pre-Independence era.

AK. Ramanufan (s a Kannada and English poet, well known for
his translation qf classtcal and modern poetry.
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The Wind

/ THEME OF THE POEM

The poent “Wind’ is a symbolic peem’ The wind

symbolizes all the difficulties @bstacles, striiggles that & ‘f
Ve have~to face 1n-life, Through this poem -‘the poet”, /
s conveys to the readefs that even When you face a jot of

hardships:and-obstacles in-ife, you-should never give up;:
Insteadeyou’ should Pefriend those obstacles: \We should beg

' mentally tough and: physrcally strong |n order to survrve |
. the hardships of lifes "% ~ ,

Just'like the poét, who tries 1o befrlend 1S hardshrp, A
the wina so that itmay help himgmstead of harming him.=

. According to the paet only courageous and confldent |
. people cansstirmount.these-difficulties’and-emerge *
S victeriously, The-poemis written in'Simple verse:"



| ,"Wlnd come BRIV e Tap et TR e A
Don’t break the shutters of the Wmdows 5 AR

-Don t'scatter the papers: +. -4 BE '_ o

’ -Don t thfow down thé books on the shelf 7R Y
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| Explanatlon
1n the above Ilnes the poet is talklng to the Wlnd He IS . 4 Y
, _reques:tmg the Wlnd to:blow gently» and not ta.destroy hY T
anything with: its hafrsh farce. He'asks the wmd not.to break:

' the shutters of ‘the window and not to scatter the papers.bete

angd there . He also pleas the! Wlnd notto: throw the books

,\ 'from the Shelf. In thespe Imes the poet descrlbes the olestructlye "
'power of the wmd --
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Linestg VA R, J TN TN S SN TN,
There Iook fhat you d|d e you threw them aII down R T G R T
,,You tore the pages of the books i e o ey 28 Bl |

You: brought rain‘agaif; - b AL AL Sl
You’ rc Very clever at pokmg fun at Weakhngs et U W Rl TG W e
Word“t\/leanlngs G e T R i 0 e i e
Cmsfis o et TA ettt A, gt AR gt PR e 4.
"Weakllngs one who rsweak T RTINS R e R e R
Poklng 10 mterfere- k& k& e o S

Explanatlon b AT A, e R W O

“Inthese Ilhes the p’oet says to'the- Wmd to |ook how much destruétlon it had doné It ; _
‘has thrown everythlng down’ and' d|sorgan|zed everythlng in the. shelf Because Of1’[S Fiiny
strength the pages o] the books haver been torn dowa. The poet thet blames the wn‘id»
thatit has brought rain anng with'it» Ina sad and critical tone he tells the: wmd that |t
IS veryecléver in‘making fun of those thrﬁgs Which:are Wieak (Tike small plants P
chifdren; “huts ete) ., they: all get scared ahd even TaII and get hurt. Inltlaily when the” ’.»'.;'f’
' "poet has mtroduced. the wmd he compared its pOwer; swith - that of a simall child, that’s"
why Relasked the: wn:td»to come softhy.BLut; later the’wmd has become destructlve l'i Re

ayouth fuII of energy V|olence and destructlon, PE TRy s e ey i e T P



Lires 9 to 11 R SR N R SR R S | | :
“Frail crumbhng houses, crumblrng doors; crumbllng rafters»«* PR
crumbling Wood, crumblmg bodles crumbllng I|ves AR gty A A
‘crumbling hearts ==~ SR s Sl St

the wrnd god wrnnows and crushes them aII ¥y ¥
,.Word Meanlngs TR L R R L T e ;~,-;_,_ o N
crumbllng falling or o causersomethlng to break T Vi
,rafter sloplng beant: Which support fie roof of the buﬂdlng o RS

winnowsi:to broke gramn | free of chaff,-separate graln from husk by bIowmg on |t

.’J 2 . _/ b | .._/ .J b |
) \ 'ﬁ E ) : ' f'tf &‘ A ' R £ A ' :t &‘ \ ' :s £
Explanatron T

«Hereyin the’ abbve liries the: poe't says that }he wrhd 550 mrghty tﬁat |t is breakrng
everythrng that comes-on itsaway. He__says ‘that the weak: houses. are falling, the doors
are breaking down,-the beams which-Was supporting the roof of the-building isfalling;
Woodepstructures areifalling. All the living:things which-are weak are eitherc. .0
breakln'g down'or falling-The, people are’ scared of the wmd and their hearts are . .
beating faster. S0, the poet s saylng that' whenever a weak person faces any adversrty 3
“or challenge |n I|fe he'breaks’ down and‘falls:™ A o P
The-poetis addressrng the-wind as God; He has compared the people wath wheat'and
‘says that A5 we Winhow the wheat to'separate‘the grain from the-chaff, similarly, the *
Wind God separates thestrong people fromsthe‘weak peop1e\ Due to heavyand strong Bk e Rk k™
wrnd all the'weak thlngs faII and get, destroyed A % A X ; FEESN ; FEESN :
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| “'Llnest¢12§to 17 ~}*=i PR Fo il
He' won ’t do Whatfyou teﬁ hind e« g4 Bl
“So,‘come, Jet’s build strong homes, BT AR

Let’ sﬁdlnt the doorsifiemly: Bt l v |
Practice to firm the body IR oo g £ )

| “'MakeJ;he‘vhéart steadfasty * W O T )
Do th|s ahd the wmd WrM be fl’l,eﬂdS wrth (S L i Lo A

Word Meanrngs ‘rh* 71
Firmly : strongly.., trghtly g Ry -
: --Steadjast faithful devosted‘ onal h Fis
: /' ' .,.,.-"' : /I -a-"". \ /I;. -.0-""':
L Explanatlon

In the above Imes the poet addresses the readers that\the wrnd Wllbnot Irsten t L A
anybody hence we have to make ouirselves strong & We should. bulit strong homes‘
: --and flx the doors tlghtly ;sothat the wmd cannot break in the house anddestroy

everythrng I\/Ietaphorrca,uy the poet is motrvatrng the readers to; make themselves
: strong and darrng in. order to- face:all ;the. drftlcultles in life. He says that Dy dorng

aIIthese thrngs the’ vyrnd erI becong;e\frrends with ys 4 ShAG L _- 7
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Lines 181021

Fhe wind blows-out weak fires:
He.makes'strong fires.roar and flourish.
HisAriendship 1s gooc:

We ‘praise-him every day.

Word Meanings:
flourish: grow
Roaf 1o make:a lIgud noise

Explanation’:
lirthe alove lings the poet IS deseribing the wiid as both creater and destroyer
As a creator it encourages and fosterstrong fires* and:as.a destroyer. it blows-out
weak fire. The friendship with wing 1s good ,we shiotald praise hisg#riendship
everyday. Here, the,poet'conveys a,strong message that'we shquld not cry; or
considerourselves. weakswhen: problenis atise #n:ouk. life But face.them Wlth
cotrageAWe should learitto overcome the hardships offife.
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Summa‘ty of the Poem ATl e
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¢ The poet requests the Wrnd to b1bw gently He a’sks the Wlnd not to brea{z the Shutters o%the e g |

| -wrndows scatter the ,papers and throw dovvn the: bo_oks from the shelf Bt the wind: does not-

L I|sten‘3(tdh|m and turfis Violent and d@structlve It thfovis down eve|‘§/th|ng and tear the pages of' A
,"‘gth’e books. T,he poet accuses'the wmd oftbrj.nglng rain onceagarn Fle tells,the wind that A f' a e

" alwaysms akes fun of wieak _people and thtng’s It crumbles down weak: houses Weakedoors, and
: ;'Weak raff ';rs It tears dowh weakhodles é{nd fragﬂe heart’s But*does no’ harm tothe strofng
" The. poet says that |t s up to the Wlnd god ‘whether, |thr|ngs destructlon or shows mercy ion
L humahrty The poet mggests the' reader that to make‘fnends with the s Wlnd we need to: bUI|d
strong homes with firm doors He also ¢ suggests -pedple pe strong, bothphysrcally and mentally
“to combat’ and resist thel ﬁ} effects of #he §/ylnd The last’ ir
: _!nat‘ure of e WInd' . P 3
ATt blovvs out those ﬁ res, Whrch burn Wlth & weak force,, but thie strong fires tirn stronger by the
wmd&‘ Il‘.»means that tﬁeewrnd is suppﬁr‘ttve of those Who are aIreadyz‘strong and povxrerful but
cr.ushes the weak: A‘very srgnrflcanﬁ message isthidden’ |n thesesfour Ilnes strong people are: nOt

‘.‘ b

el

ur Irnes of-the}ooem tellus aﬁ?ut the W TPy

affected: By adversrtles Ut the Weak doSoit Is googk td’<bé' a friend of e Wind: whicrf'as 4 g

-- _:symbol offhardshrps and Shstacles becarfse only then w@ erI be~ab|e tJTace tough trmgs
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