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CIVICS

CH–1 POWERSHARING

IMPORTANTTERMS:

1.PowerSharing:Whenthepowerdoesnotrestwithanyoneorganofthestateratheritisshared

amonglegislature,executiveandjudiciary.

2.Ethnic:-Asocialdivisionbasedonsharedculture.

3.Civilwar:-Aconflictbetweenopposinggroupswithincountry.

4.Majoritarianism:-Underthismajoritycommunityrulesthecountryinitsownwaybydisregarding

thewishesandneedsoftheminority.

5.Communitygovernment:-Inthisdifferentsocialgroupsaregivenpowertohandletheaffairsrelated

totheircommunities.

6.Prudential:-Carefulcalculationofgainsandlosses.

7. FederalGovernment:-Ageneralgovernmentwherepowerissharedbydifferentlevelsof

government.

CHAPTERATAGLANCE:

1.Inademocracythepowersaredistributedandthusdonotrestwithanyonepersonorlevelororgan.

2. Casestudiesof2countries

a)Belgium –PolicyofAccomodation

b)Sri-Lanka–PolicyofMajoritarianism

Conflictsandsolutionsarouseduetotheethnicdiversitiesinboththecountries.

3.Needforpowersharing

a)Moralreasons b)Prudentialreasons

4.Formsofpowersharing

a)Powerissharedamongdifferentamongdifferentorgans.

b)Powerissharedamongdifferentamongdifferentlevels.

c) Powerissharedamongdifferentsocialgroups.

d)Powerissharedamongpoliticalparties,pressuregroupsandmovements.

MULTIPLECHOICEQUESTIONS:

1.Brusselsisthecapitalof:

a)Belgium b)Paris c)Germany d)Wallonia

2.WhichreligiondoestheTamilsofSri-Lankafollow?

a)Buddhism b)Christianity c)HindusorMuslims d)Sikhism

3. WhichcountryfollowedaseriesofMajoritarianism?

a)Belgium b)Brussels c)Germany d)Sri–Lanka



4. WhatisthenameofthethirdkindofgovernmentinBelgium?

a)Localgovernmentb)alltheabovec)Regionalgovernmentd)Communitygovernment

5. HowmanytimestheconstitutionofBelgium wasamendedbetween1970and1993?

a)threetimesb)twotimesc)fourtimes d)sixtimes

6.InwhichpartofSri–LankaaretheSriLankanTamilsconcentrated?

a)Northandsouthb)NorthandEastc)Eastandwestd)SouthandEast

7.MostoftheSinhalaspeakingpeopleare

a)Christians b)Hindusc)Buddhistsd)Muslims

8.‘SriLankanTamil’referstowhichoffollowing?

a)TamilMuslim b)Tamilnativeofthecountry c)TamilHindu d)Tamilwhoseforefathers

camefrom Indiainthecolonialperiod.

9.Horizontaldistributionofpowerhasasystem of:

a)Checksandbalances b)balanceandfunctions c)Equalfunctioningd)Alltheabove

10.Non-sharingofpowerleadsto

a)Peaceamongallthecommunitiesb)tyrannyofthemajorityandoppressionoftheminority

c)Theveryspiritofdemocracy d)Both2and3

11.Powercanbesharedinmoderndemocraciesinthefollowingways:

a)Amongdifferentsocialgroupsb)alltheaboveb)Amongvariouslevelsd)Amongdifferent

organsofthegovernment

12.InBrussels,WhatpercentageofpeoplespeakFrench?

a)20% b)40% c)59% d)80%

13.InWhichyearSri–Lankaemergedasaindependentcountry?

a)1947b)1927c)1948d)1956

14,Thishelpstoreducethepossibilityofconflictbetweensocialgroups.

a)Powersharingb)powerdivisionc)powerunity d)alltheabove

15.Whichofthefollowingisanexampleofpowersharingamongdifferentsocialgroups?

a)Localgovernmentb)Communitygovernmentc)Unitarygovernmentd)Federal

government.

ANSWERS:

1.A2.C3.D 4.D 5.C 6.B 7.C 8.B 9.A 10.D 11.B 12.D 13.C 14.A 15.B

VERYSHORTANSWERS:

1.WhendidBelgium gainindependence?

Belgium gainedindependenceinApril19,1839.

2.Writeanytwovalidreasonsforpowersharing.



a.Itismoredemocratic.b.Allsectionsofthesocietyaregivenashareinthegovernanceoftheir

country.

3.WhichminoritycommunityisrelativelyrichandpowerfulinBelgium?

French.

4.Whatiscoalitiongovernment?

Whentwoormorepartiesform analliancetocontestelectionsiscalledacoalitiongovernment.

5.Givethetwodifferentsetsofreasonsinfavourofpowersharing.

PrudentialandMoralreasons.

6.Whatishorizontaldistributionofpower?

Thehorizontaldistributionofpowerensuresthatpowerissharedamongdifferentorgansof

Government–thelegislature,executiveandjudiciary.

7.Whatisfederaldivisionofpowers?

FederaldivisionofpowermeanspowertobesharedamongGovernmentsatdifferentlevelsas

providedintheconstitution.

8.Whatisverticaldivisionofpower?

WhenpowerissharedamongGovernmentatdifferentlevels-theunionortheCentralGovernment,

theStateGovernmentandtheMunicipalityandthePanchayatatthelowerlevel.

SHORTANDLONGANSWERQUESTIONS:

1.Whatarethedifferentformsofpowersharinginmoderndemocracies?Giveanexampleofeachof

these.

Differentformsofpowersharinginmoderndemocraciesareasfollows:

 Powersharingindifferentorgansofgovernment.Eg.Powersharingbetweenlegislatureand

executive.

 Powersharingatdifferentlevelsofgovernment.Eg.PowersharingbetweenUniongovernment

andStategovernment.

 Powersharingamongsocialgroups.Eg.ReservationingovernmentjobsforOBCsandSCsand

STs.Powersharingamongvariouspressuregroups.Eg.Representativeoftradeunionbeing

consultedwhilemakinganewlabourlaw.

2.WhatiscommonbetweenIndianandBelgianform ofpowersharingarrangements?

BothIndiaandBelgium have:a)Afederalform ofgovernmentwherepowerissharedamong

GovernmentsatdifferentlevelscalledFederalform ofgovernmentasinBelgium ortheCentralor

UnionGovernmentasinIndia.B)Powerinboththecountriesisalsosharedamongdifferentsocial

groupssuchasreligiousandlinguisticgroups.CommunitygovernmentinBelgium and‘Reserved

constituencies’inassembliesinIndiaisagoodexample.

3.Whatarethebasicprinciplesofagooddemocracy?

Thebasicprinciplesofagooddemocracyarethatpowerofagovernmentmustnotvestinone

personoragroupofpersonsandthatpeoplearethesourceofallpoliticalpowerthereforedue

respecttogiventodiversegroupsandeveryoneshouldhaveavoiceintheshapingofpublicpolitics.

4.DescribetheethniccompositionofBelgium andSri-Lanka.



Belgium isasmallcountryinEuropewhichsharesitsboundarieswithNetherlands,Franceand

Germany.Theethniccompositionofthiscountryisverycomplex.

Sri–Lanka:ItisanislandnationjustafewkilometresoffthesoutherncoastofTamilNadu.Mostofthe

SinhalaspeakingpeopleareBuddhistswhilemostofthetamiliansareHindusandMuslims.Thereare

about7%ChristianswhospeakbothTamilandSinhala.

5.WhydowefindtheBelgianmodelverycomplicated?Howhasithelpedtopreventconflictand

divisionofcountryinlinguisticlines?

ThepowersharingarrangementsmadebytheBelgianleadersweredifferentandmoreinnovative

thananyothercountry.Torecognisetheexistenceofregionaldifferencesandculturaldiversities

theyamendedtheirConstitutionfourtimesbetween1970and1993.

ThemajorelementsoftheBelgianmodelare:

i) ConstitutionprescribesthatthenumberofDutchandFrenchspeakingministersshallbeequal

intheCentralgovernment.Nosinglecommunitycanmakedecisionsunilaterally.

ii) ThestategovernmentsarenotsubordinatetotheCentralGovernment.

iii) BrusselsthecapitalhasaseparateGovernmentwhereboththecommunitieshaveequal

representation.

iv) AthirdkindofGovernment,Communitygovernmentiselectedbypeoplebelongingtoone

community–Dutch,French,andGermanspeaking.Thisgovernmentcandecideoncultural,

educationalandlanguagerelatedissues.

6.ComparethepowersharingmodelsofBelgium andSri–Lanka.

BothBelgium andSri–Lankaaredemocraciesyettheyhavedifferentlydealtwiththematterof

powersharing.

Belgium:a)Leadersrealisedthatfortheunityofthecountryitisimportanttorespectthe

interestandfeelingsofdifferentcommunities.B)TheBelgianmodelofpowersharing betweenthe

centre,stateandcommunitygovernmentshaveledtounificationofthecountry.



b)Between1970and1993theconstitutionwasamendedfourtimestoenablealllinguisticgroupsto

livetogetherwithinthesamecountry.

Sri-Lanka:a)InSri-Lanka,Sinhalasthemajoritycommunityhaveforcedtheirdominanceover

Tamilsrefusingtosharepower.B)InSri–Lankathedominanceofthecommunityovertheother

hasledtocivilwar.c)in1956thegovernmentpassedanActtorecogniseSinhalaastheonly

officiallanguagethusdisregardingTamil.

7.WhatstepsdidSriLankanTamilstaketoattainregionalautonomy?

TheSriLankanTamilslaunchedpartiesandstrugglesfortherecognitionofTamilasanofficial

languageforregionalautonomy.By1980sseveralpoliticalorganisationswereformeddemandingan

independentTamilEelam (state)innorthernandeasternpartsofSriLanka.

8.Explaintheprudentialandmoralreasonsofpowersharing.

Prudentialreasons:Prudentialreasonsstressthatpowersharingwouldbringoutbetteroutcomesby

helpingtoreducethepossibilityofanyconflictbetweenthesocialgroupsandpowersharingisa

goodwaytoensurethestabilityofpoliticalorderthroughunityofthenation.

Moralreasons:Moralreasonsupholdpowersharingastheveryspiritofdemocracy.Ademocratic

ruleinvolvessharingpowerwiththoseaffectedbyitsexercise.Peoplehavetherighttobeconsulted

andhaveequalparticipationinthegovernment.

9.StatereasonswhichledtoCivilWarinSriLanka.

In1956,anActwaspassedtomakeSinhalaastheofficiallanguageandthegovernmentfollowed

preferentialpoliciesfavouringSinhalaapplicantsforUniversitypositionsandGovernmentjobsand

theconstitutionprovidedforstateprotectionforBuddhism.AssuchtheSriLankanTamilsfeltthat

noneofthemajorpoliticalpartiesledbytheBuddhistSinhalaleadersweresensitivetotheirlanguage

andcultureanddeniedthem equalpoliticalrightswhichledtoincreasedfeelingofalienationamong

them.ThereforethemeasuresadoptedbytheGovernmenttoestablishSinhalasupremacyledto

distrustbetweenthetwocommunitieswhichturnedthewidespreadconflictintoaCivilWar.

10.Discussthevariousformsofpowersharing.

Thebasicprincipleofdemocracyisthatpeoplearethesourceofallpoliticalpower.Everyonehasa

voiceintheshapingofpublicpolicies.Thusinmoderndemocraciespowersharingarrangementscan

takemanyforms.

a)Powerissharedamongdifferentorgansofthegovernment.Thisisalsocalledhorizontal

distributionofpoweri.e.,legislature,executiveandjudiciary.Thelegislatureisconcernedwith

passingthelawscontrollingthefinancesofthestateanddeliberatingonmattersofpublic

importance.Theexecutivemachineryimplementsthepoliciesofthegovernmentandexecutes

thelawsmadebythelegislativebodies.Thejudiciaryisconcernedwiththeinterpretationofthe

lawsandhasthepowertopunishthosewhocommitcrimesorbreak

thelaws.Sincetheyareplacedatthesamelevelandsuchaseparationensuresthatnoneofthe

organscanexerciseunlimitedpower.Thus,eachorgancanchecktheotherwhichresultsinthe

balanceofpoweramongstvariousinstitutions.

b)Powercanbesharedamonggovernmentatdifferentlevels.Thisisalsoknownasverticalpower

sharingwherethegeneralgovernmentfortheentirecountryisusuallyreferredtoascentral,union

orfederalwhichisfollowedbythestategovernmentandatthelocallevelwehavemunicipalities

andpanchayats.Thissystem helpsinreducingcorruptionandincreasesadministrativeefficiency.

Itsaim istoreconcilenationalunity,interestsandpowerwithStates’rightsandinterests.

c) Powerissharedamongdifferentsocialgroupssuchasreligiousandlinguisticgroups.

CommunityGovernmentinBelgium isagoodexampleofthisarrangement.Thistypeof



arrangementhelpsinpromotingsocialgroupswhowouldotherwisefeelalienatedfrom the

government.

d)Powersharingarrangementscanalsobeseenwithinvariouspoliticalparties,pressuregroups

andmovements.Inademocracythecitizensmusthavefreedom tochooseamongvarious

contendersofpower.Suchcompetitionensuresthatpowerdoesnotremaininonehand.

Sometimesthiskindofsharingcanbedirectwhentwoormorepartiestogetherform acoalition

government.InIndiawehavemanyinterestgroupssuchasthoseoftraders,farmersetc.who

alsohaveashareingovernmentpower.




